Saratoga Town Hall Summary

April 16, 2013

Saratoga Commercial Heights 
The City Council directed the Planning Commission to look at height changes in the Commercial Neighborhood (CN) and Commercial Visitor (CV) zoning areas in Saratoga. These commercial areas include Argonaut, Quito Village and Gateway. 

It was recommended that Restore Saratoga create an on line petition. This has been done and can be found at www.restoresaratoga.com
After a series of public meetings and study sessions, the Planning Commission came up with recommendations to the City Council that do not wholly reflect the wishes of the people who voiced their opinion on the heights issues at these public meetings. Most of the residents at these meetings opposed raising heights in any of the commercial areas. The Planning Commission will vote on the recommendations below at their meeting on April 24, 2013.  The City Council meeting to agendize this resolution has not been scheduled.
The Planning Commission recommends to the City Council to:

1. Remove the allowance of ground level, multi-family dwellings from the CV and CN zoning districts.

*Restore Saratoga position: Support

2. Increase the height limit for Commercial and Mixed-Use to 26’ in the CV zoning district.

*Restore Saratoga position: Oppose
3. Leave the height limit for Commercial and Mixed-Use to 20’ in the CN zoning district.
*Restore Saratoga position: Support

RHNA
Saratoga Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for our General Plan Housing Element 2014-2022 update cycle. 

The RHNA units for our City for this cycle total 438 units. These units represent a percentage of very low, low and moderate income levels based on a percentage of the median income for the City. 
The City Council voted unanimously to appeal this allocation number and requested a reduction in RHNA units for our City. 
*Restore Saratoga position: Support the City Council vote to appeal
That appeal was made to the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and that appeal was denied by the ABAG appeals committee on April 1, 2013. 
· The ABAG draft RHNA methodology which is used to select the number of units each City will receive will be formally adopted by the State Housing Department. Date Unknown

· The outcome of our appeal of those RHNA units will be voted on by the ABAG executive committee. Date Unknown
One Bay Area Plan: 

Regional Sustainability Community Strategy (SCS)

The Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) which is a joint powers agency (JPA) of which the City of Saratoga is a member, is implementing the following State law on a regional basis:

AB32 is the State Climate Change legislation

SB375 is the transit housing link and carbon emissions reduction plan in the form of a regional sustainable community strategy (SCS).

This law is being implemented in the form of a regional plan called the One Bay Area Plan.  Currently there are two versions of this plan being considered, which links transit and housing and creates a regional sustainable community strategy which seeks to limit our carbon emissions.  
The first alternative (#1) retains local City County control
The second alternative (#2) implements this plan on a regional level.

The One Bay Area Grants (OBAG) program, administered by the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), links funding to transit corridors and priority development areas. This federal and state funding is available to Cities that pursue projects that conform to the transit oriented developments and complete streets concepts called out in these regional plans.  If Saratoga does not pursue projects that conform to these plans, the City will not receive this grant funding.

Other issues raised through the cards submitted via our Town Hall "ballot box" include:

· Wanting to know the status of the building project in the Village where the old grocery store used to be.
For information on the status of this project, please contact James Lindsay, City of Saratoga Planning Director at (408) 868-1231.  

· Barking dog ordinance comments submitted to the City.
You can contact the City Manager Dave Anderson at (408) 868-1216

· Presence of food trucks in the Village.
Food trucks in the Village are on the agenda for the next City Council meeting.

*Restore Saratoga currently does not have an official position on these issues.
